Archive of ACOE Accreditation Actions and Decisions - July 26, 2021
Consistent with Accreditation Council on Optometric Education (ACOE) policy, the ACOE publishes the
following information about accreditation and pre-accreditation decisions:
• the type of program (professional optometric degree, optometric residency or optometric
technician);
• the program's sponsor, and in the case of an optometric residency not sponsored by a school or
college of optometry, the name of the affiliated optometric institution;
• accreditation status or action;
• the year of the next currently scheduled site visit; and
• the Council's summary of compliance with the standards, which specifies the Council's basis for
any final decision. Updates to the summary of compliance will be published in subsequent reports
of ACOE meeting actions when the ACOE determines that the standards are met.
Definitions of pre-accreditation classification and accreditation status
At its June 23-26, 2021 virtual meeting, the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education (ACOE) took
the following actions: (Note: Date in parenthesis is the date of the next currently scheduled evaluation
visit to the programs. Depending on the outcomes of annual reports, progress reports, interim visits,
substantive program changes and other significant events affecting a program, the Council may decide
to schedule a full on-site evaluation visit before the original accreditation period is complete. The
accreditation period is eight years for professional optometric degree, optometric residency and
optometric technician programs.)
1. Preaccreditation Actions: None
2. Initial Accreditation:
Classification of "Accredited" granted following a virtual site visit (with an on-site visit to be conducted
within a reasonable timeframe). Asterisks (*) indicate new residency programs with their initial site visit
scheduled in 2020, but were canceled due to the COVID-19 interruption and subsequently visited virtually
in 2021; the accreditation decision is retroactive to the date of the originally planned site visit in 2020.
A. Akron Children's Hospital Residency in Pediatric Optometry, which is affiliated with The Ohio State
University, College of Optometry (2029). The program was granted the status of Accredited, based on
the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses that compromise the
educational effectiveness of the total program. The program was issued a recommendation to meet
Standard V following a site visit in 2021 and based on subsequent progress reports submitted by the
program, the Council found the recommendation to be met. The program now fully meets the six
standards for residency programs.
B. *Albuquerque Indian Health Center Residency in Primary Eye Care/Ocular Disease, which is
affiliated with Southern California College of Optometry at Marshall B. Ketchum University (2029). The
program was granted the status of Accredited, based on the Council's determination that the program
has no deficiencies or weaknesses that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program.
The program is required to report on its progress related to recommendations to meet Standards II, III,
IV, and V.
Summary of findings related to compliance with the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education
Residency Accreditation Standards:
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Standard
I. Mission, Goals, Objectives
and Program Improvement
II. Curriculum

Level of Compliance
Met
Met in part

III. Administration

Met in part

IV. Faculty

Met in part

V. Residents

Met in part

Reason for met in part or not met
The written supervision policy is not followed by all
faculty and conflicts with the description of
resident supervision within the curriculum which is
also not being followed. (2.3)
The Residency Coordinator has been deployed a
significant percentage of time since the program’s
inception which hampered his ability to provide
consistent administration of the program.(3.4)
Professional liability coverage is not provided at
external educational sites.(3.7)
With the retirement of the Chief of Optometry and
no efforts underway to replace the position, the
program does not have a plan to ensure that the
faculty have sufficient time to educate the resident.
(4.3)
Program eligibility does not specify that applicants
must have attained the O.D. degree from a school
or college accredited by the Accreditation Council
on Optometric Education. (5.1.1)
The residency’s published materials contain
inconsistencies as well as incongruencies with
internal programmatic material, which in some
cases does not accurately reflect the program’s
activities. (5.1.3)

VI. Resources and Facilities

Met

The residency does not publish information
regarding the resident’s liability protection at
external rotations. (5.2.5)

C. *BronxCare Health System Residency in Pediatric Optometry/Ocular Disease, which is affiliated
with State University of New York College of Optometry (2029). The program was granted the status of
Accredited, based on the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses
that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program. The program fully meets the six
standards for residency programs.
D. *California Eye Specialists Residency in Ocular Disease, which is affiliated with Southern California
College of Optometry at Marshall B. Ketchum University (2029). The program was granted the status of
Accredited, based on the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses
that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program. The program was issued a
recommendation to meet Standard V following a site visit in 2021 and based on subsequent progress
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reports submitted by the program, the Council found the recommendation to be met. The program now
fully meets the six standards for residency programs.
E. Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Residency in Pediatric Optometry which is affiliated with
University of Missouri- St. Louis, College of Optometry (2029). The program was granted the status of
Accredited, based on the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses
that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program. The program is required to report
on its progress related to a recommendation to meet Standards III and V.
Summary of findings related to compliance with the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education
Residency Accreditation Standards:
Standard
I. Mission, Goals, Objectives and
Program Improvement
II. Curriculum
III. Administration

Level of Compliance
Met

IV. Faculty
V. Residents

Met
Met in part

Met
Met in part

Reason for met in part or not met

The program did not provide evidence of a
clinical quality assurance for residency faculty
members. (3.5)
The program does not include its selection
process in its brochure or website. (5.1)
The program does not include its nondiscrimination policy in all publications
available to applicants. (5.1.2)
The program does not include expected
weekly hours of resident attendance in all
publications available to applicants. (5.2.2)
The program does not include resident
compensation in all publications available to
applicants. (5.2.3)
The program does not include resident health,
professional and leave benefits in all
publications available to applicants. (5.2.4)
The program does not include resident
professional liability protection for both
internal and external clinical settings in all
publications available to applicants. (5.2.5)

VI. Resources and Facilities

Met

The program does not include requirements
for residency completion and awarding of
certificate in all publications available to
applicants. (5.2.6)
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F. *Community Health Centers of California Residency in Primary Eye Care, which is affiliated with
Southern College of Optometry (2029.) The program was granted the status of Accredited, based on
the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses that compromise the
educational effectiveness of the total program. The program was issued recommendations to meet
Standards I and II following a site visit in 2021 and based on subsequent progress reports submitted by
the program, the Council found the recommendations to be met. The program now fully meets the six
standards for residency programs..
G. Dell Laser Consultants Residency in Ocular Disease, which is affiliated with University of the
Incarnate Word Rosenberg School of Optometry (2029). The program was granted the status of
Accredited, based on the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses
that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program. The program is required to report
on its progress related to recommendations to meet Standards II, III and V. Updated November 2021:
based on a progress report submitted by the program, one recommendation was found to be met, and
is denoted as MET with the month and year met below. The program is required to report on its
progress in meeting the remaining recommendations.
Summary of findings related to compliance with the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education
Residency Accreditation Standards:
Standard
Level of
Reason for met in part or not met
Compliance
I. Mission, Goals, Objectives and
Met
Program Improvement
II. Curriculum
Met in part
Sufficient experience is needed in all medical and
surgical areas that are described in the clinical
curriculum. (2.4.1)
III. Administration
Met in part
Clinical quality assurance for the faculty is not in
place; the resident’s quality assurance program is
not well defined or documented. (3.5)
IV. Faculty
Met
V. Residents
Met in part
GPA eligibility criteria are not published. (5.1)
The program’s on-call policy and program’s goals
and objectives are inconsistently published.
(5.1.3)
The residency calendar does not include
important program deadlines. (5.3.9) MET 10
2021
VI. Resources and Facilities
Met

H. *Doctors Vision Centre Residency in Paediatric/Vision Therapy and Rehabilitation Optometry,
which is affiliated with Pacific University, College of Optometry (2029). The program was granted the
status of Accredited, based on the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or
weaknesses that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program. The program is
required to report on its progress related to recommendations to meet Standards II, III, IV, V and IV.
Summary of findings related to compliance with the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education
Residency Accreditation Standards:
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Standard
I. Mission, Goals, Objectives and
Program Improvement
II. Curriculum

Level of
Compliance
Met

Reason for met in part or not met

Met in part

The curriculum design provides the potential of
the resident providing unsupervised patient care
at the primary clinic site before the resident is
promoted to appropriate supervision level to
provide unsupervised care.(2.3)
The program does not have a quality assurance
activity involving the residency. (2.4.4)
The program does not participate in a clinical
quality assurance process involving the
residency.(3.5)
There is the potential that clinical faculty will be
unavailable to supervise the resident for onefourth of their residency while the residency
supervisor is not physically present at the primary
education site and before the resident is
promoted to Level III Resident Privileges which
allows the resident to provide unsupervised
patient care. (4.3)
The program’s publications regarding expected
hours of attendance are inconsistent. (5.1.3)
The published residency calendar does not
include the program end date and does not
include significant deadlines for program
completion requirements including paper and
project deadlines. (5.3.9)
The clinical space will be insufficient for
appropriate clinical education for the resident
once optometry externs return to Doctors Vision
Centre for clinical education. (6.1)

III. Administration

Met in part

IV. Faculty

Met in part

V. Residents

Met in part

VI. Resources and Facilities

Met in part

I. *Duke University Residency in Pediatric Optometry, which is affiliated with Southern College of
Optometry (2029). The program was granted the status of Accredited, based on the Council's
determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses that compromise the educational
effectiveness of the total program. The program was issued recommendations to meet Standards I and II
following a site visit in 2021 and based on subsequent progress reports submitted by the program, the
Council found the recommendations to be met. The program now fully meets the six standards for
residency programs.
J. *Empire Eye & Laser Center Residency in Ocular Disease, which is affiliated with Southern California
College of Optometry at Marshall B. Ketchum University (2029). The program was granted the status of
Accredited, based on the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses
that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program. The program is required to report
on its progress related to recommendations to meet Standards III and V.
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Summary of findings related to compliance with the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education
Residency Accreditation Standards:
Standard
Level of Compliance
Reason for met in part or not met
I. Mission, Goals, Objectives Met
and Program Improvement
II. Curriculum
Met
III. Administration
Met in part
The program did not provide the professional
liability protection to the resident for the entire
duration of the residency. (3.7)
IV. Faculty
Met
V. Residents
Met in part
There are discrepancies in publications of program
length, frequency of didactic activities, application
materials and procedures, and completion
requirements on the various websites. (5.1.3)
VI. Resources and Facilities
Met
K. Gainesville Eye Associates Residency in Ocular Disease and Primary Eye Care, which is affiliated
with Southern College of Optometry (2029). The program was granted the status of Accredited,
based on the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses that
compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program. The program is required to report on its
progress related to recommendations to meet Standard II. Updated November 2021: based on a
progress report submitted by the program, one recommendation was found to be met, and is denoted
as MET with the month and year met below. The program is required to report on its progress in
meeting the remaining recommendation.
Summary of findings related to compliance with the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education
Residency Accreditation Standards:
Standard
Level of Compliance Reason for met in part or not met
I. Mission, Goals, Objectives and Met
Program Improvement
II. Curriculum
Met in part
At the time of the virtual visit, there was no
evidence that journal clubs had occurred. No
assigned readings have been documented. No
reading logs have been recorded. (2.4.5)
At the time of the virtual visit, there was no
evidence that scholarly activities had been
completed. (2.4.6) MET 10 2021
III. Administration
Met
IV. Faculty
Met
V. Residents
Met
VI. Resources and Facilities
Met
L. *Jacksonville VAMC Residency in Primary Care, which is affiliated with Nova Southeastern
University, College of Optometry (2029). The program was granted the status of Accredited, based on
the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses that compromise the
educational effectiveness of the total program. The program is required to report on its progress related
to recommendations to meet Standards I and V.
Summary of findings related to compliance with the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education
Residency Accreditation Standards:
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Standard
I. Mission, Goals, Objectives and
Program Improvement

Level of Compliance
Met in part

II. Curriculum
III. Administration
IV. Faculty
V. Residents

Met
Met
Met
Met in part

VI. Resources and Facilities

Met

Reason for met in part or not met
As currently written, not all objectives are
assessable to allow for the determination that
the goals of the program are being met. (1.3)

Residency program information is not
consistent across all publications. (5.1.3)
Significant deadlines for program requirements
are not specified in the residency’s academic
calendar. (5.3.9)

M. Moyes Eye Center Residency in Ocular Disease with emphasis in Refractive and Ocular Surgery,
which is affiliated with Southern College of Optometry (2029). The program was granted the status of
Accredited, based on the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses
that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program. The program fully meets the six
standards for residency programs.
N. New England College of Optometry Residency in Low Vision Rehabilitation (2029). The program was
granted the status of Accredited, based on the Council's determination that the program has no
deficiencies or weaknesses that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program. The
program is required to report on its progress related to recommendations to meet Standards I and V.
Summary of findings related to compliance with the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education
Residency Accreditation Standards:
Standard
Level of Compliance
Reason for met in part or not met
I. Mission, Goals, Objectives and Met in part
Goal 5 does not have any assessable
Program Improvement
objectives. (1.3)
II. Curriculum
Met
III. Administration
Met
IV. Faculty
Met
V. Residents
Met in part
The on-call duties of the resident are
inconsistently published. (5.2.2)
VI. Resources and Facilities
Met
O. Parkhurst Nuvision Residency in Ocular Disease with emphasis in Refractive and Ocular Surgery,
which is affiliated with University of the Incarnate Word Rosenberg School of Optometry (2029). The
program was granted the status of Accredited, based on the Council's determination that the program
has no deficiencies or weaknesses that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program.
The program fully meets the six standards for residency programs.
P. *Providence Community Health Center Residency in Community Health Optometry, which is
affiliated with New England College of Optometry (2029). The program was granted the status of
Accredited, based on the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses
that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program. The program fully meets the six
standards for residency programs.
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Q. Southern College of Optometry Residency in Vision Rehabilitation with emphases in Brain Injury
Rehabilitation and Vision Therapy (2029). The program was granted the status of Accredited, based on
the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses that compromise the
educational effectiveness of the total program. The program was issued a recommendation to meet
Standard V following a site visit in 2021 and based on subsequent progress reports submitted by the
program, the Council found the recommendations to be met. The program now fully meets the six
standards for residency programs.
R. Southern College of Optometry Residency in Vision Rehabilitation with emphases in Low Vision
Rehabilitation and Ocular Disease (2029). The program was granted the status of Accredited, based on
the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses that compromise the
educational effectiveness of the total program. The program was issued a recommendation to meet
Standard II following a site visit in 2021 and based on subsequent progress reports submitted by the
program, the Council found the recommendations to be met. The program now fully meets the six
standards for residency programs.
S. VA Texas Valley Coastal Bend Health Care System Residency in Ocular Disease, which is affiliated
with University of the Incarnate Word Rosenberg School of Optometry (2029). The program was
granted the status of Accredited, based on the Council's determination that the program has no
deficiencies or weaknesses that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program. The
program fully meets the six standards for residency programs.
T. Vanderbilt Eye Institute Residency in Pediatric Optometry, which is affiliated with University of
Alabama at Birmingham, School of Optometry (2029). The program was granted the status of
Accredited, based on the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses
that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program. The program was issued a
recommendation to meet Standard V following a site visit in 2021 and based on subsequent progress
reports submitted by the program, the Council found the recommendations to be met. The program
now fully meets the six standards for residency programs.
U. *York Vision Care, Mid-Atlantic Cornea Consultants Residency in Cornea/Specialty Contact Lens
with emphasis in Ocular Disease, which is affiliated with Pennsylvania College of Optometry at Salus
University (2029). The program was granted the status of Accredited, based on the Council's
determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses that compromise the educational
effectiveness of the total program. The program is required to report on its progress related to a
recommendation to meet Standard I.
Summary of findings related to compliance with the Accreditation Council on Optometric Education
Residency Accreditation Standards:
Standard
Level of
Reason for met in part or not met
Compliance
I. Mission, Goals,
Met in part
The program did not complete an annual review after its
Objectives and
first residency year. (1.4)
Program
Improvement
II. Curriculum
Met
III. Administration
Met
IV. Faculty
Met
V. Residents
Met
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VI. Resources and
Facilities

Met

3. Continuing Accreditation:
Classification of "Accredited" continued following a virtual site visit (with an on-site visit to be
conducted within a reasonable timeframe)
A. Southern College of Optometry Professional Optometric Degree program (2029). The program’s
status of Accredited was continued, based on the Council's determination that the program has no
deficiencies or weaknesses that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program. The
program fully meets the eight standards for professional optometric degree programs.
B. State University of New York College of Optometry Residency in Vision Rehabilitation (Brain Injury
Rehabilitation) (2029). The program’s status of Accredited was continued, based on the Council's
determination that the program has no deficiencies or weaknesses that compromise the educational
effectiveness of the total program. The program fully meets the six standards for residency programs.
Classification of "Accredited" continued following a virtual interim site visit:
MCPHS University School of Optometry Professional Optometric Degree program (2027). The Council
conducted a focused interim site visit to assess Standards II and VIII. The program's status of Accredited
was continued based on the Council's determination that the program has no deficiencies or
weaknesses that compromise the educational effectiveness of the total program. The program fully
meets the eight standards for professional optometric degree programs.
4. Reconsideration of Accreditation Denial: None
5. Withdrawal of accreditation by ACOE: None
6. Voluntary withdrawal of accreditation: None
Note: In addition to the above accreditation actions, the ACOE also reviewed the following program(s)
applying for initial application as a professional optometric degree program. (Stage One Applicant and
Stage Two Applicant are not official pre-accreditation classifications, but rather steps toward preaccreditation.)
Designation of Stage One Applicant
• None
Designation of Stage Two Applicant
• Rocky Mountain University of Health Professions College of Optometry in Provo, Utah
______________________________________________________________________________

Definitions
Preaccreditation Classification: In the case of a program which is not fully operational, the
Council may grant the preaccreditation status of Preliminary Approval following satisfaction
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by the program of the requirements for initial application as outlined in the ACOE’s Policy
and Procedure Manual and the Council's review of an evaluation team report following a site
visit.
Preliminary Approval: A preaccreditation classification granted to a professional
optometric degree program that has clearly demonstrated it is developing in accordance
with Council Standards. The program has approval to begin student recruitment, selection
and admissions and to begin offering the program. The Council shall review the preliminary
approval classification annually during each academic year of the program through written
reports and/or evaluation visits as deemed necessary by the Council. The Council will
conduct a final on-site evaluation visit to the program for the consideration of an accreditation
status during the academic year in which the first class is expected to graduate. If the program
is found to meet the Council’s Standards, then the Council will grant an appropriate
accreditation status. As required by the USDE, the Council will not grant preaccreditation
status to a program for longer than five years. When the Council awards Preliminary
Approval to a program or at any time during the Council's monitoring of a program holding
Preliminary Approval status, the ACOE may issue recommendations or specify conditions for
monitoring, which must be attained in order to maintain the preaccreditation status.
Accreditation Status: The ACOE may decide to grant one of the two following accreditation
statuses to a program following adoption of the evaluation team report and
recommendations. Accreditation status may be lowered or revoked if the Council
determines that the program is not making sufficient progress on recommendations from
the Council.
Accredited: A classification granted to an educational program indicating that the program
generally meets the standards for accreditation. This classification indicates that the
program has no deficiencies or weaknesses that compromise the educational effectiveness
of the total program. However, recommendations relating to marginal compliance with
certain standards, and suggestions relating to program enhancement may be included in
evaluation reports.
Accredited with Conditions: A classification granted to an educational program with major
deficiencies or weaknesses with reference to the standards of accreditation. This
classification indicates that the educational effectiveness of the program is in jeopardy.
Programs with this classification will be required to submit progress reports and shall undergo a
full evaluation visit within two (2) years for professional optometric degree programs, eighteen
(18) months for optometric residencies, and one (1) year for optometric technician programs.
______________________________________________________________________________
The ACOE Policies and Procedure Manual may be found in the Accreditation Resources section.
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